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SECONDARY HISTORY 
FESTIVAL

Secondary Library News
Our Secondary Library is once again abuzz with 
activity as we launch into another academic year 
full of possibility and anticipation. Every student 
in the Secondary school has been encouraged to 
“Sail away with a good book” which is our theme 
for this term, and our junior students have been 
challenged to make a habit of reading at least 
fifteen minutes every day. Research from the 
Scholastic Australian Kids and Family Reading 
Report published last year affirms that as children 
grow older, reading competes with many screen-
related activities, and 75% of parents with kids 
aged 6–17 agree: “I wish my child would do more 
things that did not involve screentime.”

The predictors of reading frequency are said to 
include having parents who are frequent readers, 
the belief that reading books for fun is important, 
and in-school opportunities to talk about, find and 
read books. So please switch the internet off at 
home for fifteen minutes every day and set aside 
some reading time because there are so many 
benefits to doing this in terms of your child’s 
cognitive and social-emotional development. I 
am a firm believer that people who suggest that 
they do not like to read have not yet discovered 
that captivating first book that will ignite a life-
long passion for reading. If your student fits this 
category, I would love to meet with them and 

guide them through this reluctant stage.

We have also opened our Secondary Library 
“iLab” in L2/3 during lunch and CCA on 
Thursdays for students who wish to gather, 
design and invent, using materials, tools and 
technology in creative ways. This creative learning 
space will allow for innovation and collaboration 
and provide an opportunity for students to 
explore their God given gifts and talents. With the 
help of our very capable Technology teachers, Mr 
Palise and Mr Cheney, students will be creating 
all kinds of innovative projects as we meet 
each week. Some of our plans include creating 
bristlebots, pcb (printed circuit board) necklaces 
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Ride like the wind…
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